EUROPEAN PRODUCERS ASSOCIATIONS ALLIANCE

POSITION PAPER ON VOD RIGHTS IN EUROPE

The European Producers Associations Alliance (EPAA) is an association of producers association aiming at promoting a strong European film industry.

The members of the EPAA would like to state their opposition to the German broadcasters’ request that producers grant VOD rights and Free-TV rights together, and to grant VOD rights without territorial limitations and without any additional financial return for the producer.

 If this practice were to be generalised, it would lead to the simultaneous release of films on microwave or cable networks as well as globally (though only in the German  version ) on the TV stations’ websites. Distribution of German movies outside of Germany would be made impossible.

The EPAA considers that all rights assignments are unique and cannot include two licences, and that all assignments are to be made within certain territorial boundaries. Each release must be priced separately and exploited by the producer.

VOD rights should always remain the property of the producer and should be granted only at their decision, and at market price.

The EPAA fully supports all the producers of Germany, as well as those of other European countries in a similar situation, who refuse to sign contracts with German TV broadcasters to protest the fusioning of two separate rights.
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