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The European Producers Associations Alliance (EPAA) is an association of Europe's leading independent film producers. Dedicated to the development of a strong European film industry, our activities include advocacy on European film policy issues, networking events and the promotion of coproduction in film across nations. 

The EPAA agrees firmly with AGICOA in its opposition to the introduction of a presumption in the Finnish Copyright Act according to which buying broadcasting rights for programme content should automatically include the rights to broadcast the content for free through transmission technologies other than those mentioned in the contract. 

The EPAA considers that all rights assignments are unique and cannot include more than one license, and that all assignments are to be made within certain territorial boundaries. Each release must be priced separately and exploited by the producer. VOD rights shoud always remain the property of the producer and should be granted only at their decision, and at market price. 

This presumption would translate as a loss of income for the independent producer, who is already in too strong a position of dependency vis-à-vis broadcasting institutions which are a producer's main source of funding. The independent producer, who often struggles to reach the end of every film produced, will therefore be substantially weakened financially and professionally; this in turn affects the content industry for which there is less investment in new productions, and inevitably less creativity,as producers will begin to prefer creating lower-quality content destined for television in order to safeguard a minimum revenue.

The EPAA believes that in introducing this presumption into the Finnish Copyright Act, Finland would act alone in Europe and risks reaping the results of a diminished cultural landscape within the continent. 
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